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Retail site could be new day
labor center in Gaithersburg

u ity announces it is close
to a deal at the Festival
shopping center

BY SERASTIAN MowTes
STAFFWRITER

T City of Gaithersburg appears
iy be closer than ever o msobing its
dilemna of where to set up en
employment center for day labor-
=

Lity Manager David B, Hump-
mounced Monday thar offi-
v singed o lerler of inten
with the owrer ol a 2 060-sguare

L

foot storefront in the Festival at
Muddy Branch shopping center on

by contractors and  workers,”
Hi WROtE & "

Muddy Branch Road,

Elected officials are holding 2
special work session to discuss the
newy option at T-H pum. on Oct. 12 a1
City Hall,

‘There is no lease vet with Nellis
Corp. — the Rockvllle-tbased owner
of the Festival — but Humpton is
aptimistic that it coubd be an ideal
Tocation and coudd mark the end of
months of searching and comrover-

T is centrally Jo

1
avatilabile. a
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With public support, we are hopeful
that the centes coudd become oper-
ationad before the winter season,”

The city has faced growing
seruting in recentmonths for flling
0 identify an acoeplable site for a
center to serve the roughly 75 day
labarers who gather in various spots
acrss the cifty every morning to find
work,

The often emotional debate has
been complicated by the fact thar
many of the day rers, mnsty
Fating men, are iflegal immigrants.

The potential site,  which
became availabie in recent weeks. is
the ot Atlantic Edge Scubm
stire pear th shupping cester's e

It the clogest the ery bas come
1o findifg & <itr sinee b, when
Humpdan proposed 2 bullding on
East Ewmond Avenue in Obde
Tovwirs that was rejected by eity
Seaders after seighbaring Dusiness
wwmiers bulhedd,

This time areund, the eiry feels it
Bias @ betrer site that will be less
objectionable.

"Wele hoping thete won't be
tis large disparate group of proper-
ty owreess that will disgriste this sofu-
thon," said Tomy lomasello, assistant
city manager,

B the mayor and council
respond favorably to the new site at
the Ot 12 wiork session, the county
woudd step in to negotiate the lease,

Mews of a potential solotion
curmies fess thai two weeks after elty
police began enforcing trespassing
Eaws ar a Roure 355 parking lot that
had for three years been the day
laborers’ primary gathering spot
next to Grace United Methodist
Church.

Thant same day, county oficials
agreed to aliow the workers 10 mowe
to & county-leased building nearby
acquited [ast year tn become the
Gaithersburg Upcounty Regional
Employment Center, upseating city
officials who had already Tejected
the site as an optivn,

Having  grown  increasingly
impatient with the clty m recent
weeks, County officials called the
city’s announcement a "sep in the
signt direction” but are waiting to
s if the city can prove that the site
is suitable for the workess, the con-
tractors and the surrownding com-
muniry — and if Mayor Sidney A.
Karz and the City Council vote 10
approve i,

“Identifying a site is not the
SAIE ds approving & site, a5 we have
feamed over the course of the lust
year," said county spokesman David
Weaver.

Attached po the city’s announce-
mend was its version of a revised
memorandurn of understanding
wuifiping the terms of the city-coun-
ty partnership to open the center, It
s the latest of severn] revisions, and
this one has the county paying for
all renovations and other costs asso-
clated with opening a renter,




